
INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMS 

UC COVID-19 POLICY INFORMATION 

Please read the following guidelines for the COVID-19 vaccine policy. If you have any additional questions 

or concerns, please contact our Health and Wellness advisors at DESHealthandSafety@ucsd.edu 

✓ Effective November 8, 2021, all non-citizens who are non-immigrants - including F-1 and J-1 students -

traveling to the United States by air from any part if the world must show that they are fully vaccinated

(with an approved vaccine), with some limited exceptions.

✓ Beginning Jan. 5, the CDC requires a negative COVID test (PCR or antigen) within two days prior to
departure for all air passengers entering the U.S. from mainland China (including Hong Kong and Macau)
or documentation of recovery from COVID.

✓ UC San Diego campus policy requires proof of full COVID-19 vaccination with an FDA or WHO-approved

vaccine, including a “booster”(for those who are booster eligible). UC San Diego will accept an unofficial

English translation accompanied by a copy of the native language vaccination record.

✓ COVID-19 PCR testing and antigen testing is offered for free through campus vending machines and by
appointment at the Student Health Center.

→ Fully vaccinated and boosted individuals: weekly testing encouraged

→ PCR testing is required for anyone with symptoms of COVID-19

✓ In rare instances where a student has a deferral or exception from campus, they can still attend class;

however, they must:

→ submit their request for exception or deferral for vaccination 3 weeks before program start date

✓ Individuals who are not fully vaccinated and have no pending or approved exception or deferral will not

be allowed to participate in classes

→ If you need assistance with your deferral or exception request, please contact

DESHealthandSafety@ucsd.edu immediately.

✓ Masking is optional in classrooms, labs and on Triton Transportation, but required in all clinical locations.
→ The university recommends the use of N-95 and KN-95 masks since they provide the best

protection against the virus. Free masks are available to students at various campus pick-up
locations.

✓ More specific details will be available in the Pre-Arrival Orientation, Canvas, and in-person orientation
upon arrival. Any updates will be sent as they become available.
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